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ARTICLES OF THE MONTH 

 

THE DISAPEARANCE OF THE TAXE D HABITATION – AGAIN 

 

The taxe d’habitation has been amended by the 2018 budget. Since 2018, it is supposed to 

decrease for 80% of people and completely disappear by 2020. For the other 20% (richer 

people) this disappearance will be effective by 2023. This is only on your main residence so 

not for holiday owners, no decrease or disappearance for you!! 

What is taxe d’habitation: It is a tax payable by the person who occupy the house on the 1st 

of January whether they are owner, renting or living in it for free. Even if you have moved 

from the house on 1st of June, you are liable to pay for the entire year as you were in it on 1st 

of January.  

Who are the 20% richer!!: If your revenue fiscal de reference (number you can find on your 

income tax bill) is above 45720 as a couple or 28448 as a single, you will have to wait for 

2023 to see your taxe d’habitation disappear. 

How does it decrease: in 2018, the decrease was supposed to be 30%, 2019 65% less and 

100% less in 2020. For the 20% richer, 30% decrease in 2021, 65% in 2022 an 100% in 2023.  

How do I get it: Well it’s automatic as it is linked to your income tax form. If you pay 

Monthly and are not part of the 20% richer, you can also go online to your tax customer 

account and reduce your Monthly payment yourself. 

TV licence: Well, included in your taxe d’habitation is the TV licence and this is not going to 

disappear. 

Ok, some of you will contact me if you think you did not get a decrease and should have. 

Well, don’t!! What probably happened is that because the local authorities know they will 

lose loads of money (not replaced by the government so unhappy local authorities!!) they 

have increased the base amount of the tax to compensate the decrease!! Yes, they can and 

did. But not all of them, mostly the one that have a Maire who oppose the actual French 

government or have some huge debt on their communes. 5680 communes to be exact as 

opposed to 24250 who kept the same rate. But as it will be 0 from this year and 2023, you 

don’t have much time to wait. 
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PRODUCT OF THE MONTH 

 

ALLIANZ PER-I 

This is an assurance vie created by Allianz (available from 12/03/2020) but also all the other 

insurance companies to comply with the new law PACTE created by the government. This new law 

relates to pensions in France and in order to encourage people to save themselves for their pension, 

they have come up with the “PERI: Plan Epargne Retraite Individuel”. Most British people will 

recognise it as pretty much the same as any pension plan in the UK.  

1. Who can invest in it: Anybody who is a French resident between 18 and 62 years old. This 

product is mainly for people who want to put aside for their retirement. 

2. How much you can invest: You can invest as little as 50€ per Month or/and as little as a lump 

sum of 600€.  

3. Tax advantages: Well, this is the good thing! Putting money into it gives you a tax advantage. 

So, if you put 100€ per Month on it for instance which is 1 200€ per year and you declare 30 

000€ income per year, then you will be only taxed on 30 000- 1 200= 27 800€. 

If you do not pay tax or do not want to have the tax advantage you can choose to invest in 

your PERI without this tax-deductible option (see below why it is good). 

4. How you get your money: Once you are retired, you can choose to have your money in a 

lump sum, as partial withdrawals, as regular Monthly, Yearly withdrawals or as annuities (for 

you or for your spouse) or some as partial lump sum and some in annuities (rent until you 

die). Well pretty much as you wish. Note that you can access the money before you retire in 

exceptional circumstances such as buying your main residence or becoming disabled. 

5. Tax when you take it out: If you had the tax advantage-tax deductible option when you put 

money in, then the money out is fully taxed (either 30% flat tax or the amount is added to 

your total income and taxed accordingly). If you did not choose the tax-deductible option, 

only the interest is taxed (just like an assurance vie).  

6. Inheritance advantage: Just like an assurance vie, you name the beneficiaries when you set it 

up and they are entitled up to 152 500€ each if you die before 70 years or 30 500 if you die 

after (if the money is still in it). 

7. How it is invested: As you wish but at least 30% on shares/funds or bonds. You can also 

choose a fund specifically dated for your retirement. If you think you will retire in 2030 for 

instance, then you can choose a fund which will automatically be riskier now and gradually as 

you approach the date of 2030 will swap from riskier to more secured. 

8. PERP or Madelin contract: If you have a PERP or Madelin contract which a bit of the same 

(except the exit is only as an annuity and no assurance vie advantage in regards to death 

duties) , note that those contracts will be transformed into PERI automatically and also note 

that you will be able to transfer those contracts from your current company to another one! 

That is also part of the new law. 

9. Fees: Entry fee of 4.80% negotiable of course + 12€ admin fee!! And yearly management fees 

of 0.73%. 

No fees for taking the money out.   

As you can see from the French news and the ongoing strikes in Paris, French people are very 
attached to their pensions!! But we must face reality one day and realise that it will be down to the 
individual to save for their pension themselves. This is exactly why this investment has been created. 
 
Allianz has a solvability ratio that is one of the best on the market at 174% for Allianz France and 
200% for Allianz Group so don’t hesitate to contact me for any further information regarding our 
very large range of investments.  
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Living in France post-Brexit: what you need to know:  

From the BCC: British Community Committee 

The UK left the European Union at midnight Central European Time on 31 January 2020.  

Under the Withdrawal Agreement (WA), an international treaty with direct effect, ratified in 

January by the UK and European Parliaments and by the European Council, UK nationals 

living in France (in this case) as of 31 December 2020 (a finite population!) are guaranteed to 

retain their right to live, work and establish businesses in France. The same applies for those 

living in other EU member states for as long as they remain resident in that country. 

Health care rights under the S1 scheme and the aggregation of pension contributions earned 

in different EU member states remain in place for life, for the finite population mentioned 

above. Under the WA, the UK is committed to maintaining cost-of-living increases to UK 

state pensions paid to retirees who are resident in any EU27 country at 31 December 2020. 

The inclusion of most (but by no means all) of our citizens' rights in the WA is due to a large 

extent to the painstaking advocacy and lobbying work carried out over the last three years by 

British in Europe, which since the referendum has attended over 150 high-level meetings in 

London, Brussels and other EU capitals, with the aim of safeguarding as many of our 

citizens' rights as possible post-Brexit. 

The provisions of the WA and how they will affect you are explained in detail at 

britishineurope.org and francerights.org. Please also visit regularly the British Embassy's 

Living in France guide at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/living-in-france and the French 

Ministry of the Interior's Brexit guide at https://brexit.gouv.fr/sites/brexit/accueil/vous-etes-

britannique-en.html. 

In France, all UK nationals and their family members (assuming they do not also hold 

French nationality) legally resident in France on 31 December 2020 will be required to 

apply for a new residence permit under the Withdrawal Agreement. 

They will have to apply by 30 June 2021. Those who already hold a carte de séjour citoyen 

UE/EEE/Suisse - séjour permanent will be able to exchange that card free of charge for the 

new WA residence permit. 

The Ministry of the Interior has now closed the on-line residence permit application website 

for UK nationals which it opened last October, because that website was designed for the 

specific case of a no-deal exit by the UK from the EU, which as we know has not happened.  

The Ministry has undertaken to update that website so that it can receive applications for the 

new WA residence permit. The updated applications website is expected to re-open in early 

July 2020. We advise you to apply as soon as possible after the site re-opens. 

However, the Ministry stresses that if you have already applied for a residence permit on 

the earlier no-deal Ministry website, you do not need to make another online 

application. Your application is being stored and will be processed by your local préfecture 

before the deadline. 

Please note that this exemption ONLY applies to people who have applied through the No-

deal portal. People who have ongoing ‘normal’ applications before their prefecture (not 

made through the 2019 No-deal portal) will need to apply again when the residence permit 

application website re-opens. 
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So until July 2020, you do not need to take any action regarding your future residence 

permit, and there should be no need to make any changes to your present healthcare 

arrangements (including those under the S1 scheme). Keep an eye out for the relaunch of 

the residence permit application website, and use this time to make sure you are properly 

registered for healthcare (e.g. for S1 holders, register your S1 at your CPAM office). 

If any French official appears not to be able to take account of the provisions of the WA, it 

may be useful to produce the French text of the WA which is available at https://eur-

lex.europa.eu/legal-content/FR/TXT/?uri=CELEX:12019W/TXT(02). 

Among the lost rights that British in Europe intends to continue to fight for, if it can secure 

sufficient funding, are: 

• the right to vote in municipal and European elections 

• the right to stand as a candidate in municipal and European elections 

• the right to freedom of onward movement to other EU member states (essential, for 
example, for highly mobile professions such as IT and other consultants, and multi-
country seasonal activities in the world of tourism) 

• the right to cross-border provision of services (essential for many activities such as 
consultancy, translation, interpreting, etc) 

• the recognition of professional qualifications after the end of the transition period  

• family reunification rights for families with non-EU members wishing to return to the 
UK. 

 

https://www.citizensforeurope.eu/organisation/british-community-committee-of-france 

 

 

VERY EASY RECIPE 

 

Gâteau à la compote- Apple sauce cake- another Marianna’s recipe 

 

Ingredients for 6 peoples: 

-300g of compote de pomme (apple sauce) 

-140g of butter 

-120g of flour 

-120g of sugar 

-½ of sachet of levure chimique -chemical yeast- pink sachet you can find at any supermarket, next to 

flour and cake mixtures. 

-Vanilla (or teaspoon of vanilla essence). 

 

Preheat the oven to 210° C (thermostat 7). Melt the butter and add the rest of the ingredient mixing 

them well. Put in a buttered tray or silicone dish and cook in the oven for about 40min. On the 

picture you can see that Marianna added some raisins which have macerated in Rhum!!Yiamm! 

 

 

https://www.citizensforeurope.eu/organisation/british-community-committee-of-france
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LIVING IN FRANCE  

Election municipal and what is the job of the Maire 

The election municipal is not just to elect your Maire but also his team of conseiller municipaux. It 

will take place on the 15th and 22nd of March 2020. You do not vote for a Maire but for a list of 

people. The first one on the list is the person who is candidate to be Maire. You cannot cross a name 

on the list, you simply choose one list. The first two lists that have the majority of vote compete in 

the second round. In the second round, the list that has most votes is the new Maire and conseil 

municipal (his office workers!). 

You will find that in small communes (towns), there is only one list!! 

If a list has got more than 50% of the vote (with at least ¼ of the potential voters having voted), then 

they are elected in the first round. They are elected for 6 years. 

You can be on the list if you are European living permanently in that Commune with your civic rights 

and over 18 years old. 

The role of the Conseil municipal is to manage the commune financial affairs but also security and 

day to day living. It basically involves some meetings and votes between themselves to decide what 

to do on subjects related to the town. 

The Maire is the boss and his/her job is to sign the paperwork, marry people, execute the decisions 

voted in the Conseil, maintain the commune assets, running of schools, retirement homes, 

equipment, cultural and social activities and police the town. Yes, your Maire is a policeman. He has 

the power of policing his town. 

Those people do not work for free, here is what they earn depending on the size of the town:

 

You might think this is great but candidates for small towns are less and less as it is a full-time job 

and the incivility amongst people is not getting any better so making this job harder. After all, who 

wants to sort out problems between neighbours!! 
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AGENCY NEWS 

Angelique Moore will be at the Allianz training academy in Paris from the 20th of January to the 20th 

of April in a effort to become an Allianz insurance agent. Because of this the Ruffec office will be 

shut every Thursday afternoon from the 9th of January to the 1st of May. This will enable the girls to 

catch up with emails and paperwork. 

Presentation of one of our staff: 

Corine Segeat. 

Corine has arrived with us in 1992 as customer assistant. She is based in the 

agency of Ruffec and speak English (if you don’t speak too fast!!). She deals 

essentially with day to day running of insurances such as claims, amendment of 

contracts, reviews, payments, and pretty much everything else!! 

She is married and enjoys walking, watching sport on TV and sleeping!! She also 

likes to do the annual Charente Libre game which consists of finding clues all 

over the Charente in order to win a car. Unfortunately, she still drives a 2007 

Renault Clio with no air conditioning!!  

 

 

WHAT HAPPENED IN FRANCE IN JANUARY 2020 

In general, Benjamin Griveaux, who was the LRM candidate for the Maire of Paris has 
decided to give up as a sex video of him has appeared on social media. This video was 
published by a Russian artist called Piotr Pavlenski who claims he wanted to show the Maire 
candidate was not as puritan as he betrays himself to be. Mr Pavlenski and his partner have 
been arrested as it is a crime in France to publish sexual material of a person without his 
consent. 
5 people died when a building caught fire in Strasbourg. 
A second person has died from the Coronavirus in France. 
In crime, A mother has admitted killing her one-year old daughter. 

In politics (and crime!!), The trial of François Fillon (ex-prime minister and candidate in last 

Presidential election) has started. He is accused of falsely employing his wife as a 

parliamentary secretary (nobody ever saw her work)!! The French Parliament is asking for 

1 081 219 Euro of compensation. 

In sport, Accusations have been published by the national sport newspaper relating sexual 

abuse in sport on girls in swimming and ice skating in the 80ies. The girls were in special 

school to be sport professional.  

The French Biathlon team has won 3 gold, 2 silver and 3 bronze medals in the World 

Championship in Italy finishing second overall behind Norway. 
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PROFESSIONAL OF THE MONTH 
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A CUSTOMER APPEAL 

 

Les Joueurs Charentaises 

 

Calling all drama queens, keen chippies, designers, costumiers, sparks and 

generally enthusiastic souls who fancy getting a Charente drama group off the 

ground. 

From talking to a lot of people I’ve realised that there might be an appetite for 

an amateur theatre group in the area. 

Initially productions will be in English but in the future who knows? 

The idea is that we’ll start with two or three productions a year, avoiding the 

summer months.  

It would be good to have a range of experience, for both front and backstage, 

from old hands to newbies.  It’s a great way to make new friends and to laugh a 

lot.  

To start with, we need to assess whether there’s enough interest.  So if you’d 

like to register yours, please can you drop me a quick email at 

heatherhobden@outlook.com and I’ll send you a short questionnaire in return. 

From that I hope to get together sufficient people to form a small planning 

group, as well as securing a broader view of enthusiasm levels.  

Also, if you know of anyone who doesn’t receive Isabelle’s newsletter but 

might be interested, I’d be most grateful if you could pass this on. 

Break a leg ! 

Heather 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heatherhobden@outlook.com
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AGENDA FOR MARCH IN THE CHARENTE 

 

 

7th & 8th: Wine and food fair in St Saturnin 

15th: 1st round of Maire election : Election municipale 

14th & 15th: Salon de l’immobilier in Espace Carat, Angoulême. 

22nd: Second round fo Maire election 

22nd: A Beatles related concert at 4.30pm in Champagne Mouton (salles des fêtes) 

27th: Rouillac Foire (biggest market in the Charente hold once a Month) 

28th & 29th: Wine fair in Mansle 

29th: We lose 1 hour. At Midnight, it will be 1am. 

 

 

You can find the majority the Charente’s activities and visit to be done on this free magazine. It is available 

at most bakeries, shops and toursit office and you can also download it online: 

 

https://www.sortir-label-charente.net/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sortir-label-charente.net/
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INSURANCE FRENCH VOCABULARY 

 

 

French English 

Une Franchise Excess 

Un Sinistre Claim 

L’Assistance Breakdown cover 

Une Assurance Insurance 

Un Bris de glace Windscreen cover (In France it also covers head 
lights and all windows) 

Un Remboursement Reimbursement 

Une Cotisation Premium 

Une Echéance Renewal date 

Une Date d’effet Contract start date 

Une Résiliation Cancellation 

Un Avenant Amendment 

Un Devis Quote 

Un Incendie Fire 

Un Dégats des eaux Water damage 

Un Domage electrique Electrical damages 

Un Accident de voiture Car accident 

Pneu Tyre 

Un Chevreuil/ Sanglier Roe Deer/ Wild boar 

Un Fossé Ditch 

Une Clôture Fence 

Un Portail Gate 

Une Tempête Storm 

Un Arbre Tree 

La Grêle Hail 

La Neige Snow 

La Pluie Rain 

Le Verglas Black ice 

La Toiture Roof 

La Maison House 

Les Murs Walls 

Le Portail Gate 

Grange Barn 

Le Contenu Content 

Un Objet de valeur Valuable item 

Une Carte grise Car registration paperwork 

Un Permis de conduire Driving licence 

Un relevé d’information No claim certificate 

 

                          

http://images.google.fr/imgres?imgurl=https://camo.githubusercontent.com/589bcd27c1d8357c2b70317357a39b4c5c0bfc09/687474703a2f2f61313237382e70686f626f732e6170706c652e636f6d2f75732f7233302f507572706c652f76342f62632f31312f66362f62633131663635392d653336612d356136302d353262352d3861346664363563623364662f6d7a6c2e736a6a76667475772e706e67&imgrefurl=https://github.com/glasklart/hd/issues/4135&h=1024&w=1024&tbnid=8d39X7ImmC0niM:&docid=dRfab97ifvMOaM&ei=jLrzV9CjBqfTgAbYioDACQ&tbm=isch&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1745&page=1&start=32&ndsp=51&ved=0ahUKEwjQmfGJrMHPAhWnKcAKHVgFAJgQMwheKDUwNQ&bih=805&biw=1600
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CONTACT DETAILS AND USEFULL INFORMATION 

We have 4 offices based in the Charente: 

22 rue Jean Jaures                                                                               10 Bd du 8 mai 1945                              

16700 Ruffec                                                                                        16 110 LA ROCHEFOUCAULD                                                               

Tel:+33(0)5 45 31 01 61                                                                      Tél: +33(0)5 45 63 54 31                         

                                                     

102 Avenue de la République                                                            2 Avenue de la Gare 

16260 Chasseneuil sur Bonnieure                                                     16270 Roumazières-Loubert 

Tel:+33(0)5 45 39 51 47                                                                      Tel:+33(0)5 45 71 17 79 

                                                    

All our offices are open :                                                                   Roumazieres is open: 
Monday: 2 to 5.30pm                                                                         Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday                                                                                   

Tuesday to Friday: 9 to 12am and 2 to 5.30pm                              9am to 1pm and 1.30pm to 5.30pm                                                               

Saturday: 9am to 12                                                                            Closed Wednesday and Saturday 

Email Ruffec: ruffec@allianz.fr 

Email Chasseneuil sur Bonnieure : chasseneuil-sur-bonnieure@allianz.fr 

Email La Rochefoucauld: la-rochefoucauld@allianz.fr 

Email Roumazieres-Loubert: 4001781@agents.allianz.fr 

Facebook page: “Allianz Jacques Boulesteix and Romain Lesterps”   

Web site : www.bh-assurances.fr/en 

Allianz car insurance breakdown telephone number : 0140255886 

Thelem car insurance breakdown telephone number:0140251616 

Generali car insurance breakdown telephone number :0141858483 

Novelia car insurance breakdown telephone number :0549348086 

CPAM English speaking helpline: 08 11 36 36 46 

EDF helpline in English: 0562164908 

Medical Emergency guide:http://www.paysduruffecois.com/category/services-a-la-
population/actu-services-pop/ 
 

Go to www.bh-assurances.fr/en/practical-informations/ to register to receive our Monthly 

Newsletter. You can also view all the previous Newsletter on the same page. 

As usual, feel free to contact us for any suggestion on subject you wish to see on this Newsletter!                     

tel:+33(0)5
mailto:ruffec@allianz.fr
mailto:chasseneuil-sur-bonnieure@allianz.fr
mailto:la-rochefoucauld@allianz.fr
mailto:4001781@agents.allianz.fr
http://www.bh-assurances.fr/
http://www.paysduruffecois.com/category/services-a-la-population/actu-services-pop/
http://www.paysduruffecois.com/category/services-a-la-population/actu-services-pop/

